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22 Years
1,710 Games
762 Goals
1,178 Assists
9 All-Star Games
3 Stanley Cups
1 of a Kind

Congratulations, Steve.
From your friends at Easton.
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By Dave WaDDell

Steve Yzerman arrived in Detroit June 8, 1983 tinged ever so 
slightly with disappointment. It was the last time that word would 
be associated with Yzerman over the next 22 seasons in a Detroit 
Red Wings uniform.

Red Wing’s general manager Jimmy Devellano admits the club 
was holding its breath that afternoon in the Montreal Forum hoping 
that Waterford native Pat LaFontaine would fall to Detroit at the No. 
4 spot in the NHL Draft.

Only a year on the job, Devellano had seen what terrible shape 
the franchise was in and LaFontaine was the dream combination 
of potential superstar and hometown hero.

However, the New York Islanders popped the dream by taking 
LaFontaine making Yzerman the best and easiest decision Devellano 
ever made.

“We knew he was good, but oh what a cornerstone he turned 
out to be,” Devellano said.

The skinny high school grad with the unpronounceable last name 
didn’t exactly overwhelm his Wings teammates at first sight.

The cute kid with all the hair, as Gordie Howe once described him, 
came in for some strength testing during the summer and Wings 
trainer Jim Pengelly suggested the team might want to send Yzerman 
home claiming he couldn’t even lift his own weight.

fIrst IMpressIon: a specIal player
He might not have been able to lift his weight, but he quickly 

showed he could pull it.
At Yzerman’s first training camp in Port Huron, Wings coach 

One for the ages 
Yzerman spends entire nHL career witH tHe red wings          and becomes a star in detroit

Nick Polano decided he’d throw his players into the deep end. He 
ordered a scrimmage to see who could play and who came into 
camp in shape.

Within minutes of the scrimmage starting, Yzerman picked up 
a pass in the neutral zone, beat a couple of players before veteran 
defenseman John Barrett got him in his gun sights.

However, the 18-year-old Yzerman undressed Barrett and went 
in to lure goalie Greg Stefan out of the net and roof his shot for a 
jaw-dropping finish.

“Right off the bat, he was our best player,” Polano said. “I could see 
from the first day that he was going to be a very special player.”

Yzerman may have been the Wings’ second choice, but he wasn’t 
going to play second fiddle to anyone.

The youngster started his first season on the fourth line with 
checker and now Wings radio color analyst Paul Woods.  But Woods 
didn’t get to stick with his young linemate long in his first NHL game. 
With Yzerman dazzling everyone in his debut Oct. 5, 1983, Polano 
quickly forgot about treading on the veteran players’ feelings and 
bumped him up to the top line. He responded with a spectacular 
game-tying goal in a 6-6 tie in Winnipeg.

Yzerman went on to score 39 goals and 87 points in his rookie 
season, which is still the club record for rookie scoring. His 13 power-
play goals that season also remains a Wings record.

With their new phenom leading the way, the Wings finished third 
in the Norris Division that season before losing in the first round of 
the playoffs to St. Louis in their first appearance in the post-season 
since 1978.

Yzerman finished as runner-up to Buffalo goalie Tom Barrasso in 
the NHL’s rookie of the year balloting, but won the Sporting News 

honors for top freshman. Yzerman was also selected to play in the 
NHL all-star game that year making him at 18 years, eight months 
and 22 days the youngest player ever to receive that honor.

More to coMe
However, his success had only whetted the Nepean, Ontario 

native’s appetite. When he went home that summer, Yzerman 
shunned his usual pickup games with his friends telling them that 
hockey was now his job. He dedicated himself to improving and 
reported to camp much stronger.

Yzerman proved his rookie season was no fluke as he compiled 
30 goals and 89 points in his sophomore year. The Wings also 
made the post-season in consecutive years for the first time in 
two decades. Though they were swept in their best-of-five series 
in three games by Chicago, Yzerman led the team in post-season 
scoring. 

The budding star also helped Canada win the Canada Cup that 
season and had three goals in helping his homeland to a silver medal 
at the World Championships in the spring of 1985.

“He does stuff, like that spin and turn, that only Dorothy Hamill 
can do,” said Wings forward Dave Williams.

The 1985-86 season proved the first real bump along the road of 
Yzerman’s professional career. He missed 39 games with a broken 
collarbone and the Wings were a disaster. The team lost eight 
of its first nine games and eventually finished last in the Norris 
Division. 

Yzerman accumulated 14 goals and 42 points in his 51 games. 
The summer of 1986 saw the groundwork laid for the blossoming of 
Yzerman into much more than just a good young player.

June 8, 1983
The Red Wings 

select Yzerman fourth 
overall in the first 
round of the 1983 
NHL Entr y Draf t 
behind Brian Lawton, 
Sylvain Turgeon and 
Pat LaFontaine.

October 5, 1983
Scored first career goal 

in his NHL debut against 
Winnipeg goaltender Doug 
Soetaert in a 6-6 tie against 
the Jets.

January 31, 1984
At 18-years, eight months 

and 22 days, Yzerman 
becomes the youngest player 
ever to be selected to play in 
an NHL All-Star game.

October 7, 1986
Named captain  by 

Red Wings coach Jacques 
Demers. At 21 he is youngest 
captain in team history.
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December 30, 1988
Scored his 200th NHL goal 

against Mike Liut in a 4-3 loss 
to the Hartford Whalers.
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tHe captaIn
The Wings lured coach Jacques Demers from St. Louis and he 

immediately named the 21-year-old Yzerman his captain. It was 
the start of an NHL record 19 seasons with the C for Yzerman in 
Detroit.

“I argued with Jacques that Steve was too young,” Devellano said. 
“But he finally convinced me.  He said ‘Jimmy, your best player has to 
be captain and Steve’s our best player.’ I couldn’t argue with that.

“He changed my whole way of thinking on the topic. Of course, 
it helped that Steve turned out to be such a great leader for us for 
so many years.”

Beyond Yzerman’s skill 
level, Demers saw the 
other qualities he wanted 
in his captain.

“He was a mature man,” Demers said. “I really believed this was 
the guy that I wanted to build the club around. I wanted a player that 
had the Red Wing tattooed on his chest. Steve was that player.”

Yzerman responded with a career-best 90-point season and the 
retooled Wings finished second in the Norris Division. The Wings 
downed Chicago in the first round of the playoffs for only their 
second series victory since 1966. 

In the second round, they rallied from a 3-1 deficit to win a seven-
game series with the Leafs before finally falling in the semi-finals to 
the eventual Stanley Cup champion Edmonton Oilers.

“It was a great season,” said Yzerman, who led the Wings with 
18 points in the playoffs. “I’m proud to be a Red Wing again.”

Huge nuMbers
With Yzerman scoring 50 goals the next season to become just 

the fourth Wings player to achieve that mark, the Wings won the 
Norris Division title. Yzerman finished with 102 points.

However on March 1, having scored his 50th that night, Yzerman 
crashed into the net against the Buffalo Sabres and was lost until 
the third game of the semi-finals. Again the Wings were eliminated 
in five games by the Oilers.

If there were any concerns about Yzerman’s knee the following 
season, the captain erased them by scoring in the first six games 
and finishing with a spectacular 65 goals and 155 points. Both marks 
remain club records.

With his peers voting him the Lester Pearson Trophy winner as the 
best player in the NHL, Yzerman joined Wayne Gretzky and Mario 
Lemieux to form the league’s version of the Big Three.

However, Yzerman’s big numbers couldn’t prevent a first-round 
playoff exit to Chicago.

In 1989-90, Yzerman again posted huge numbers in a completely 
forgettable season for the Wings. The captain had 62 goals and 127 
points, but he also got a long summer as Detroit missed the playoffs 
and finished last in the Norris Division.

“I don’t think we played well all season,” Yzerman told reporters. 
“When you didn’t make the playoffs and 16 of 21 teams make it, 
it’s a bit of a joke.”

However, the frustrated Yzerman would get a load of help in the 
draft that year.

Nick Lidstrom, Sergei Fedorov and Vladimir Konstantinov were 
all selected in June and would soon arrive in Detroit to team with 
Yzerman in launching a new golden era of Red Wings hockey.

Despite the vast improvement in talent on the team, the next 
four seasons had stunningly familiar patterns to them. Yzerman 
continued to pile up the numbers and the Wings continued to fall 
flat in the playoffs.

In 1990-91, Yzerman enjoyed his third straight 50-goal season with 
51 tallies and followed it up with seasons of 45 and 58 goals before 
a back injury limited him to 24 goals and 82 points in 58 games in 
1993-94. However, only once did the Wings get past the first round 
during those years. 

bIg cHange
The 1993-94 first-round upset at the hands of the San Jose Sharks 

caused massive tremors at Joe Louis Arena.

Scotty Bowman, who had been hired that season, realized there 
needed to be a significant change to the Wings culture of playoff 
failure. One of those changes was the possibility Yzerman would 
be dealt.

Yzerman realized that for all his scoring feats the one thing that 
mattered to him, the Stanley Cup, remained still far out of his reach. 
And it was those failures in the playoffs that were beginning to 
tarnish his reputation. 

The whispers around the league were that Yzerman didn’t have 
the leadership skills to lead the Wings out of a wilderness that 

stretched back four decades.
However, few realized how ruthlessly competitive Yzerman 

was underneath that calm, quiet persona he showed the rest of 
the world.

He once admitted he’d lost friends over playing board games at 
home because of that competitive streak. One former Wings player 
said of Yzerman that the captain was so driven that if he asked you 
for an eyeball, you better be ready to give it to him.

After much self-analysis and fear over the whispers of being 
traded to Ottawa, Yzerman began the evolution from scoring star 
to the best two-way player in the NHL. 

In the lockout shortened season of 1994-95, Yzerman had 12 goals 
and 38 points in 47 games, but more importantly an evolving Wings 
team reached the Stanley Cup finals for the first time in 40 years.

However, the Wings were swept in four games by the Devils.
“I don’t think we had time to get frustrated,” Yzerman said. “It 

all happened so quickly.”
The Wings posted the best regular season in NHL history the 

following year with 131 points, but fell to the Colorado Avalanche in 
the semi-finals. The Wings had run out of steam after they needed 
seven games and Yzerman’s goal in double overtime to dispatch 
St. Louis in the second round.

Yzerman had a solid campaign with 36 goals and 95 points that 
year, but he continued to play a secondary offensive role to the 
rising star of Sergei Fedorov.

However, the Wings wouldn’t play a secondary role to any team 
the following season.

end of a 42-year drougHt
After knocking on the door for so many years, Yzerman finally 

stepped through to fulfill his childhood dream of hoisting the Stanley 
Cup in the spring of 1997.

He’d helped end a 42-year championship drought in Detroit and 
cemented his place in Motown’s sports history.

“For as long as I can remember, I dreamed of lifting the Stanley 
Cup,” said Yzerman, who had 22 goals and 85 points that season. “I 
watched the presentation every year. I watched the dressing room 
celebration and I dreamed of the day it would be me.”

Yzerman relived that dream the following season. He scored 24 
goals and 69 points during the regular season, but he was absolutely 
superb in leading the Wings to their second straight Cup win. For his 
six-goal, 24-point performance, Yzerman earned the Conn Smythe 
Trophy as the most valuable player in the playoffs.

However, the next three years would prove a return to the 
frustrations of the early 90s. The Wings never got past the second 
round, losing twice to the hated Colorado Avalanche.

Yzerman averaged a point per game during those years, but 
he chafed under the playoff losses. With the injuries he’d suffered 
during his career starting to take a toll, Yzerman knew his time 
was running short.

one of tHe tougHest eVer
He balked at resting his ailing knee in Feb. 2002 to play in the 

Olympics for a second time for Canada. It proved the beginning of 
the story of his legendary courage that will ensure Yzerman’s name 
is mentioned with the toughest men to ever play the game.

Yzerman was an inspirational leader and key contributor in helping 
Canada win its first Olympic gold medal in hockey in 50 years, but 
it came with a price the Wings had to pay.

The rubbing of bone on bone in his right knee sidelined him 
until just before the playoffs. After the Wings dropped the first two 
games of the first round to Vancouver, Yzerman held a players only 
meeting prior to Game 3 where he instilled a soothing calm over 
the Wings.

Detroit won the next four straight and began the roll, which 
included eliminating Colorado in a seven-game series that Wings 

GM Ken Holland has called 
the best hockey he’s ever 
seen, to their third Stanley 
Cup of the Yzerman era.

On many of those game nights, Yzerman was taking pain-killing 
injections and using his stick to pull himself up off the ice.

“No player I ever coached could play with a pain threshold like 
Steve Yzerman,” Bowman said. “His performance in the 2002 playoffs, 
starting with the first-round against Vancouver and culminating 
in the Stanley Cup win over Carolina, will forever stand out in my 
memory. It was an example of what Steve was all about.”

Yzerman underwent surgery on his knee that summer and 
missed all but 16 games of the next season. He was no longer the 
player he once was, never scoring 20 goals or reaching 60 points 
in his final three seasons, but he remained the inspirational leader 
of the Wings.

end of an era
Realizing his time had come, Yzerman classily slipped from the 

scene on July 3, 2006. The Wings made his No.19 the sixth jersey 
to be retired in the 81-year history of the club on Jan. 2, 2007 and 
ensured he had a future with the organization by making him a 
vice-president.

Retiring with 692 career goals and 1,755 points, Yzerman stands 
shoulder to shoulder with Gordie Howe as the greatest Wing of all-
time and one of the best players in the sport’s history.

Though Yzerman is through with hockey as a player, hockey isn’t 
finished with the 41-year-old. The Captain has one appointment left 
in a playing capacity and that will soon come when the Hockey Hall 
of Fame enshrines him with the legends of the game.

Leadership, toughness and three Stanley Cups forever solidify his reputation in Red Wings history

May 24, 1989 
Finishes season with a 

career high 65 goals, 90 assists 
and 155 points and wins the 
Lester B. Pearson Award as 
league’s most outstanding 
player in balloting by the NHL 
Player’s Association.
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November 1, 1990
Scored his 300th NHL goal 

against Peter Ing in a 5-4 over 
the Toronto Maple Leafs.

November 13, 1992
Scored his 400th NHL goal 

against Pittsburgh’s Tom 
Barrasso in an 8-0 win over the 
two-time defending Stanley 
Cup champion Penguins.

February 24, 1993
With an assist on a Keith 

Primeau goal in a 10-7 loss to 
Buffalo, Yzerman joined Gordie 
Howe and Alex Delvecchio as 
the only 1,000-point scorers in 
franchise history.
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injuries played a big part in steve Yzerman’s decision to retire 
after the 2005-06 season.  “my body is basically falling apart.”
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By Kevin allen

The moment that former NHL goaltender Darren Pang saw 
greatness in Steve Yzerman came three years before it was on 
display in the National Hockey League.

Yzerman was just 15 years old and Pang was 16 when they 

were both playing Tier II junior hockey for the Nepean Raiders. 
Pang remembers being crushed after surrendering a bad goal at 
an inopportune time in an important game, and suddenly feeling 
the rap of Yzerman’s stick on his pads.

“Don’t worry,” Yzerman told Pang, “I’ll get it back.”
Pang remembers it like it was yesterday. 
“He went back to the faceoff circle,” Pang says. “And everything 

happened quickly. Faceoff won. A battle. Got the puck. He made a 
play, deked someone and then scored. Then he skated back to me, 
tapped me on the pad again and said, ‘Let’s go.”

Pang, one of Yzerman’s closest friends, says Yzerman probably 
doesn’t remember that moment because he doesn’t often recall 
his own heroics. But to Pang, it was a moment that told him that 
Yzerman had greatness in him.

legacy In detroIt
Now more than a quarter century later, the Red Wings permanently 

acknowledged the Yzerman legacy by retiring his number. Yzerman 
is the sixth player in team history to have his jersey retired, joining 
Terry Sawchuk’s No. 1, Ted Lindsay’s No. 7, Gordie Howe’s No. 9, 
Alex Delvecchio’s No. 10 and Sid Abel’s No. 12.

“I’ve coached some Hall of Famers, but I always say that the 
greatest player I ever coached is Steve Yzerman,” said former NHL 
coach Jacques Demers. “The only problem Steve ever had was that 
Mario Lemieux and Wayne Gretzky were in the league at the same 
time. If they would have come three years after him, or ten years 
before, he would have been known as an even greater player.”

Actually in Detroit, Yzerman owns a Gretzky-like aura. There 
haven’t been many Detroit athletes that have endeared themselves 
to fans like Yzerman has. Howe is certainly the only hockey player.  Al 
Kaline is probably in that category. And Yzerman’s three Stanley Cup 
championships represent one more than Lemieux won. And neither 

Gretzky nor Lemieux can match Yzerman’s Selke Trophy, given to the 
league’s best defensive forward. Yzerman will be one viewed as one 
of the greatest all-around or two-way forwards in NHL history.

“You can’t put into words what kind of player Yzerman has been for 
our organization,” said Detroit general manager Ken Holland. “He’s 
an incredibly determined athlete. He has great skills, but it’s the 

mental strength that 
amazes everyone 
around him. What 
he went through 
in 2002 just to play 
was amazing. He 
was bone on bone in 
his knee. He motivated our team. He willed our team through the 
Vancouver series. We wouldn’t have won that series unless Stevie 
wills us in Vancouver in Games three and four. We were down 2-0 
and Steve just decided we weren’t going to lose.”

At the time, Yzerman was truly playing on one good leg. As 
players always joke, Yzerman was better on one leg than most 
players were on two good ones. 

“The stuff that he had to do to get ready to play a game inspired 
everybody,” Red Wings forward Kris Draper said.

tHe Montreal foruM, 1983
The irony is that if the Red Wings had gotten their way they would 

not have drafted Yzerman. In the 1983 NHL Draft in Montreal, the 
Red Wings wanted to select Pat LaFontaine, a Waterford native 
who was also destined to be a NHL star. But the Islanders claimed 
LaFontaine at No. 3, and the Red Wings had to be content with 
Yzerman, although GM Jim Devellano had been favorably impressed 
with the Peterborough Petes center. 

Devellano did warn Yzerman that he might send him back to 
Peterborough in the Ontario Hockey League if the NHL was too 
physically tough for him at that stage of his career.

“We get on the ice (at training camp in Port Huron) and out comes 
Yzerman,” Devellano, now a team vice president, recalls. “Now 
the good news is, within five minutes and three shifts, he was our 
best player, 18 years old, 155 pounds. The bad news was look how 

bad we must have been, with him at 18 years old all of 155 pounds 
being our best player.”

tHe captaIn
As much as the Red Wings appreciated Yzerman’s talent and 

impact, it was still a shock when Demers wanted to name him 

captain three years after he arrived in Detroit.
“It was controversial only because he was just 21-years old,” Demers 

said. “He was the youngest captain in the team’s history. Neither owner 
Mike Ilitch nor general manager Jimmy Devellano fought me.  At a 
tender age, he didn’t hesitate. He just took off with it. And he had his 
best years. He was just an awesome player, an awesome captain.“

Why did Demers want to anoint Yzerman so early in his 
career? 

“We had to start somewhere,’’ Demers said. “I was a new coach 
trying to establish a new attitude in the organization. I told Mr. 
Ilitch that I’d take full responsibility.”

Demers said he had no pause in that decision. 
“I knew from day one that Yzerman would be my captain,” Demers 

said. “I’m very proud of him. Some people said he could never win 
the big game and now he has led the franchise to three Stanley Cup 
championships. He carried that team by himself for years, and all 
he needed was to be surrounded by good players. You can’t win a 
Stanley Cup by yourself.”

It was a difficult ascension to a leadership role for Yzerman because 
he was young and the Red Wings had no winning tradition. 

“We didn’t have any superstars except Steve Yzerman,” said 
former Red Wings goalie Greg Stefan who now works for the Carolina 
Hurricanes organization  “Steve came into a situation where there 
were a lot of veteran guys at the end of their careers. There was 
a lot of selfishness on the Red Wings then. He was brought in 

The Captain’s place in Detroit and NHL History is secure
Yzerman scoring and LeadersHip HeLped red wings to tHree stanLeY cups in 22 seasons

January 17, 1996
Becomes the 22nd player 

in NHL history to score 500 
career goals when he scores 
against Patrick Roy in a 3-2 win 
over the Colorado Avalanche.  
Sergei Fedorov (left) and Greg 
Johnson (right) picked up 
assists on the goal.P
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W i n s  f i r s t 

Stanley Cup to end 
Red Wings 42-year 
drought with a four 
game sweep of 
the Philadelphia 
Flyers.
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June 16, 1998
Leads NHL in 

playoff scoring with 
24 points in 22 games 
and wins Conn Symthe 
Trophy in Red Wings 
s e c o n d  s t r a i g h t 
Stanley Cup title run.

November 26, 1999
B e c o m e s  1 1 t h 

player in NHL history 
to score 600 goals with 
a goal against Tommy 
Salo in a 4-2 win 
against Edmonton.
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June 15, 2000
Won the Frank J. Selke 

Trophy as the league’s top 
defensive forward.

that transformation helped Yzerman (above, with Vladimir 
Konstantinov) lead the red wings to the 1997 stanley cup. 
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even toward the end of his career, Yzerman, injuries and all, (above on december 31, 
2003) was still regularly one of the best players on the ice. 

in 1995, Yzerman was making the transition 
from pure scorer to one of the top two-way 
players the game has ever seen.  
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when we were a losing team. He wasn’t brought up properly. He 
was about goal scoring and getting points. Then he changed as a 
player. And when he started changing his ways is when the Red 

Wings started becoming a great team. That’s why I have so much 
respect for Steve.”

Stefan said Yzerman learned on the job, and he worked at 
becoming a better leader. 

“Was he the greatest leader? Not in the early stages of captaincy, 
because he was brought up in a selfish environment,” Stefan said. 
“Then he became one of the best captains in the history of the 
game. It was no longer enough to get goals and assists. He wanted 

championships. That’s 
why he is as respected 
as he is.”

Yzerman did retire 
as the longest-serving 
captain of any team in 
NHL history.

Now in his 15th 
season in Detroit, 
star defenseman Nick 
Lidstrom is probably 
a s  c o m f o r t a b l e 
following Yzerman as 
anyone could be. He 
watched him closely, 
presumably knowing 
that his time would be 
coming to lead.  

“I’ve been with 
S teve  my  who le 
career,” Lidstrom 
said. “I’ve seen him 
lead this team and 
know his way. What 
I noticed most was 
his work ethic. He set 
the example for how 
he worked, and the 

bigger the game, the better he played.”
On Yzerman’s number retirement night at Joe Louis Arena on 

January 2, 2007 he was characteristically humble. When fans wouldn’t 
let him talk because of their chanting of his name and clapping, he 
said, “You never disappoint me.”

“The Red Wings organization,” he said. “I’m not sure I can fully 

express my pride, my gratitude. They allowed me to grow up. They 
supported me when I was down. They encouraged me when I 
needed encouragement.”

fan apprecIatIon
Yzerman never liked the 

spotlight, but he appreciated 
his fans.  

“As you watch (the jersey) go 
up and come back in the future and 
see it hanging there, give yourself 
a pat on the back because you’re a 
big reason, you’re a huge reason, 
why that jersey is up there,” 
Yzerman said. “I just happened to 
be the person who wore it.”

Clearly he will be remembered 
as one of the greatest warriors in 
NHL history. Nothing illustrated 
his remarkable perseverance 
more than his comeback from 
radical knee surgery. When the 
2003-04 season began, Yzerman, 
in the twilight of his career, 
summed up his feelings about his 

playing ability by saying: “I’m not here just to be the captain.”
While privately members of the Red Wings organization were hoping 

that Yzerman could simply come back, be a solid two-way player 
and provide leadership, Yzerman clearly was thinking that being a 
“role player” wouldn’t be enough for him.  Even though he had defied 
conventional medical wisdom by coming back from an osteotomy, he 
wouldn’t accept that he couldn’t be an elite player again.

“He went through the training camp in a test process,” former Detroit 
Coach Dave Lewis said. “It’s like 
trying new equipment. You make 
adjustments, but once the regular-
season started he was yelling, his 
juices were flowing, you could see 
he was into the game.”

He scored 18 goals after coming 
back from a surgery that is usually 
performed simply to give senior 
citizens mobility in their declining 
years. It was never done to give a 
hockey player an opportunity to 
lengthen his career.

“What I remember most about 
Steve was how hard he worked,” 
said Columbus Blue Jackets 
general manager Doug MacLean, 
a former Detroit assistant GM. 

Retiring at 41, Yzerman had 
1,755 points in his 22 seasons 
with Detroit, the second-most in 
Red Wings history, trailing only 
Howe’s 1,809. Yzerman’s 1,063 
assists do sit as a team record. 
Yzerman retired last summer and 
has joined the Wings’ front office 
as a vice president. Presumably 
he will someday be a general 
manager of the Red Wings.

“Stevie had all the moves,” 
Howe said. “He just thought of everything. He put it to use, and 
what did it do for him? It made him one of the best players ever. He 
was just so smart on the ice.”

Even when he wasn’t scoring much teammates said his presence 

made the team better. 
“I can’t tell you why it’s different, but it’s different when Steve 

is in the room,” Lewis said at the time.

IMpossIble to replace
Clearly it’s different now that Yzerman is no longer on the team. 

It’s impossible to replace someone who is considered one of the 
greatest athletic warriors in NHL history. The city is renaming a 
city street, the intersection of Third and Atwater, near Joe Louis. It 
will be called “Yzerman Drive.”

“He never took a night off. His commitment to the team and to 
the game is as good as it gets,” Red Wings owner Mike Ilitch told 
the fans during the Yzerman jersey retirement ceremony. “Steve 
Yzerman, you helped build Hockeytown. When people hear your 
name, they can’t help but think Detroit Red Wings.”

Yzerman’s appeal is worldwide. When Yzerman went to World Junior 
Championships in Sweden, local fans mobbed him for autographs. 

“He’s still probably the face of the Detroit Red Wings,” Holland 
said.

Transformation from top scorer to great two-way player turned Detroit into Hockeytown

February 24, 2002
H e l p e d 

Canada to a 5-2 
win over the U.S. 
in Salt Lake City 
for the country’s 
first hockey gold 
meda l  in  50 
years.

June 13, 2002
Won third 

Stan ley  Cup 
championship 
after defeating 
the Carol ina 
Hurricanes in 
five games.

June 12, 2003
In recognition of his return 

from knee surgery, Yzerman 
wins Bill Masterson Memorial 
Trophy as the player who best 
exemplifies the qualities of 
perseverance, sportsmanship, 
and dedication to hockey.

January 6, 2004
Assisted on a 

Kris Draper goal 
in a 6-0 win over 
Nashville to move 
ahead of Gordie 
Howe as Detroit’s 
all-time career assist 
leader (1,024). 

April 3, 2006
Scored the 

final goal of his 
c a re e r  ( 6 9 2 ) 
against Miikka 
K i p r u s o f f  i n 
a 2-1 loss to 
the Flames in 
Calgary.

May 1, 2006
Plays in last NHL game as Red Wings are eliminated 

from the playoffs in six games by Edmonton.

July 3, 2006
Yzerman announces his retirement as a player 

in a press conference at Joe Louis Arena. 
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September 25, 2006
Joined Red 

Wings front office 
as team vice-
president. 

January 2, 2007
Yzerman’s (19) jersey is retired in 

pre-game ceremony and hung next 
to Gordie Howe’s (9), 
Terry Sawchuk’s (1), 
Ted Lindsay’s (7), Alex 
Delvecchio’s (10) and 
Sid Abel’s (12) at Joe 
Louis Arena.
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For 22 seasons, the sight of Yzerman 
flying up ice at full speed was a familiar 
sight for red wings fans.
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in January, 1998, with (from left) u.s. senator from michigan carl Levin, nHL commissioner gary bettman 
and coach scotty bowman looking on, Yzerman presented president bill clinton with a red wings jersey 
(with a “p” for president) in a white House ceremony honoring the stanley cup champions.

in the summer of 1997, Yzerman took the stanley cup for a tour 
of Lake st. clair on seadoo. 

in the second half of his career in detroit, Yzerman was part of a veteran-laden team that included (from left) 
igor Larionov, Kris draper, sergei Fedorov, chris chelios, brendan shanahan and brett Hull that won the 
2002 stanley cup.  trainer John wharton and coaches barry smith and scotty bowman are also pictured. 
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“With his leadership and determination, with his devotion to the team concept, 
with his refusal to accept anything less that the best, Steve Yzerman became 
the symbol of the Red Wings’ standard of excellence in the modern era.  The 
National Hockey League is grateful for Steve’s many contributions to the sport.” 

NHL Comissioner Gary Bettman

“Steve is the ultimate, really. He’s a credit to himself and more importantly a credit to the 
game, his mother and father and to his family.  He’s just been a great example to me of what 
an athlete should be.  It’s the end of an era.” 

Hall of Famer Ted Lindsay 

“The hardest thing to be is the captain.  He wore that ‘C’ with pride. 
His passes were accurate and his shot was accurate. He got knocked 
(around) and took abuse to make a play. Players like Stevie had all 
the moves. He put it to use, and what did it do for him? It made him 
one of the best players ever. And obviously Stevie enjoyed it.  I think 
that’s one of the best factors is it’s not just the shooting, the checking 
and everything.  It’s the love of the game.  If you get hurt, so what?  
Keep on going till they yank you out.”

Mr. Hockey Gordie Howe

“He was the face of the Red Wings for the past 20 years and will 
be remembered as one of the best players and leaders that ever 
played the game. When you look at the Red Wings and see how 
Stevie and Chris Chelios help deflect the pressure of the situation 
from everyone else on the team, it makes it so much easier for the 
other guys.  Those ultimate skills and leadership qualities, you can’t 
underestimate teams that have that in place.”

NHL all-time leading scorer Wayne Gretzky

“Steve was a great ambassador for the game and will be sorely missed by everyone associated 
with the NHL.  Steve was a great leader, a great teammate and most importantly a great person.  
I was fortunate to play at the 2002 Olympics with Steve and we won a gold medal together.  It 
was a memorable experience and something I’ll always cherish.”

Mario Lemieux 

“Steve built a legacy for all future Red Wing personnel to uphold.  He was 
everything a captain should be. When he did say things, it meant a lot.  You never 
had to worry about his work ethic. I never had to do any coaching with him. You 
never had to do much with Steve because no matter what condition he was in, he 
was always ready to play.  The way he played hurt was like no other. Everyone has 
pain in hockey, but he had a lot of it, more than most. But that never stopped him.”

former coach Scotty Bowman 

“For all my teammates the real honor has been to play with Steve 
Yzerman.  He’s been a great captain, a great teammate, a great friend.” 

Red Wings captain Nicklas Lidstrom

If anyone, besides Gretzky, Lemieux and obviously Gordie (Howe), is 
the one person who deserves to have his number retired in a city, 
Stevie Yzerman is the one. He epitomizes class. He’s done more for 
this game and it’s a great day for him and his family. Having just gone 
through it in St. Louis, I hope he enjoys it because it is a wonderful 
feeling. The way he carries himself with class and dignity, and the 
way he treated people, that’s the thing that struck me when I came to 
Detroit. He brought a new era of Stanley Cup champions to Detroit.

Former teammate Brett Hull

“For Steve Yzerman, being team captain wasn’t just his 
responsibility.  It ran through his veins.  To Marion and me, Steve 
was like a member of our family.  The Red Wings would not be the 
same powerhouse team that packed this arena from season to 
season for 22 years. We were looking for someone very special 
to lead the charge to make the Red Wings very special.  We took a 
chance on him and he took a chance on us.

He was the youngest team captain in Red Wings history and the 
longest-serving team captain in the league history. What you don’t 
see in the record books is how Steve Yzerman earned his teammates 
respect. No one ever challenged his integrity. He led without 
arrogance or self-indulgence. The payoff was evident in the team’s 
determination, its spirit and its performance.  It ran through his 
veins – a fundamental part of his character.  He never took a night 
off. His commitment to the team and to the game is as good as it gets. 
Steve Yzerman, you helped build Hockeytown. When people hear your 
name, they can’t help but think Detroit Red Wings.” 

Red Wings owner Mike Ilitch

“He would just go play the game. He would do all the little things 
- block shots, win faceoffs and score big goals. That’s what made 
Stevie so good. He was a great leader in the dressing room and then 
he was a tremendous leader on the ice.”

Red Wings Kris Draper

“I’ll remember him for his ability to do the right thing, his ability to 
hold his teammates accountable and his ability to play through pain 
and his ability to deliver when it counts.”

Red Wings coach Mike Babcock

“You can measure an athlete in his performance in many ways, 
but the true measure is from gaining the respect from his peers 
and you cannot deny his excellence in (that). We promised that we 
would build the team around him and he would be the cornerstone of 
this once proud franchise.  We knew he was good but, boy, what a 
cornerstone he turned out to be.” 

Red Wings Senior VP Jim Devellano
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“We’ve had the pleasure of watching one of the greatest players to 
ever play the game.”

Red Wings general manager Ken Holland
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The Detroit Red Wings retired Steve Yzerman’s No.19 jersey on 
January 2, 2007 in a pre-game ceremony at Joe Louis Arena before 
the Wings played the Anaheim Ducks.  

The Captain took the stage to a three-minute standing ovation 
and, after thanking the Ducks team for their patience, addressed all 
the former players, Red Wings front office personnel and the fans in 
attendance.  Here is an excerpt of his retirement ceremony speech:

“My first game in Detroit was in October 1983 against the New 
Jersey Devils. It was a thrill for me to just step on to the ice. Here we 
are 23 plus years later and, once again, you never disappoint me.

I don’t think I can fully express my pride and gratitude to the 
Ilitch family and the Detroit Red Wings organization.  They stuck 
with me and they allowed me to grow.  They supported me when I 
was down and encouraged me when I needed it.  This organization 
started to turn around in the summer of 1982 when Mr. and Mrs. I 
bought the team.  Myself, and a lot of fantastic players, reaped the 
benefits of their determination, their patience and their will to build 
a championship team here in Detroit.  

tHe coacHes
I look back on my career and we had great successes and we 

had our disappointments. Each coach I played for had a significant, 
positive impact on me as a hockey player and on me as a person.  I am 
extremely grateful and fortunate to have played for some wonderful 
coaches who taught me great things about the game and about my 
conduct as a professional.  

After we won the Stanley Cup in ’02, I handed Scotty Bowman 
the Cup and he whispered to me that he was retiring.  In all the 
hysteria of that evening, I feel we never really got the opportunity 
to express our gratitude for him leading us to three Stanley Cup 
championships. 

We had highly skilled players, but Scotty Bowman was the man 
responsible for molding us into a team.  It was his determination, 
his uncompromising - I shouldn’t use the word stubbornness – his 
absolute demand that we change the way we played. We would 
not have had our success without his demands.  We won because 
we were a great team and that comes back to Scotty.

Bowman taught me to be mentally tough and as every player 
knows, you get into the playoffs and there are some difficult stretches.  
One thing I learned from him was how to become tougher mentally.  
Playing under him my confidence grew. My stats declined, but my 
confidence grew.  I will be forever be grateful for Scotty’s coaching 
abilities, his ability to bring us together and for what he did.  He 

in a January 2, 2007 pre-game ceremony, steve Yzerman’s no. 19 jersey moves to the rafters of Joe Louis arena alongside the other detroit red wings retired numbers of terry sawchuk (1), sid abel 
(12), gordie Howe (9), ted Lindsay (7) and alex delvecchio (10).
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Lots of class: Yzerman goes out with style, grace and thanks
tHe captain’s no. 19 taKes its pLace in tHe raFters oF Joe Louis arena witH otHer red wings greats 

changed me as a hockey player in a lot of ways and made me a much 
better leader, a much better captain and a better person.  

tHe players
I have played with some tremendous players in my career here.  

A lot of these players weren’t 
here when we won our first 
Stanley Cup, but they played a 
huge role in the development of 
our organization.  Particularly to 
the players I played with who 
wore the Red Wings jersey with 
pride who weren’t with us when 
we won the Cups, to those guys 
I thank them all because without 
them we wouldn’t have had the 
success we had.

To the many tremendous 
future Hall of Famers that I 
got to play with in the second 
half of my career and the guys 
who played on the Stanley Cup 
championship teams, we went 
through some fantastic times, 
some disappointments which 
made the victories even more 
worthwhile. I stand up here and 
am very honored to be here, but 
I’m here representing you guys, 
everyone that wore the jersey 
from 1983 to 2005.  

I feel my image as a great leader 
is greatly overblown and I realize 
that’s because I played with some 
of the best hockey players who 
have ever played in the league. 
All I did was just go out and 
play like all of those players did.  
Gentlemen, again, I am grateful 
for all of your efforts.  I am very 
humble and I say thank you.  We did it together and any of the 
personal success I had was because of the wonderful players.  

This organization – what we now call Hockeytown – was built 
by Gordie Howe, Alex Delvecchio, Ted Lindsay, Terry Sawchuk 

and by Sid Abel and all the tremendous players of the 1930s, ‘40s, 
‘50s and ‘60s.

The only way I felt as a player to live up to the expectation and 
the honor in which these player’s bestowed on the jersey was to 
play hard and do everything I could to represent the Red Wings well.  

These players set a tremendous standard 
for hockey in Detroit and everywhere.  
Myself, my teammates, the guys behind 
me on the team, the only way we can truly 
honor them is to play the way they did 
– to give everything you have to represent 
the logo, the Red Wings and the city of 
Detroit the way they did. 

tHe fans
And to all of you, I don’t know how 

I can thank you.  As I said earlier, the 
first time I stepped on the ice against 
the New Jersey Devils I was in awe 
of the building, I was in awe of the 
atmosphere. I’ve felt that my entire 
career. It’s incredibly inspirational to 
step on the ice with the support that 
we receive. 

The demand of our fan base, the 
expectations of all of you for a good 
team that competes hard was fantastic 
motivation for me to come back and play 
when I didn’t feel well or when I was 
injured.  The demand for excellence 
from the fans in this building and Red 
Wings fans everywhere was truly an 
inspiration to me.

My jersey’s going to go up there, 
and I hope that as you watch it go up 
and when you come back for a game in 
the future you look up there and give 
yourself a pat on the back because I 
feel that you’re a huge reason why that 
jersey’s up there.  

I just happened to be the person who wore it, but I think we all 
contributed to why it’s up there.  That number up there doesn’t 
represent what I did.  It represents what we did as an organization 
for the last 23 years.”

after 22 seasons with the red wings, 19 as captain, 1,514 
games, 692 goals, 1,063 assists, 1,755 points and three 
stanley cups, steve Yzerman waves goodbye.



--- RegulaR SeaSon --- ---- PlayoffS ----
SeaSon Team lge gP g a PTS Pim gP g a PTS Pim
1981-82  PeTeRBoRough PeTeS ohl 58 21 43 64 65 6 0 1 1 16
1982-83  PeTeRBoRough PeTeS ohl 56 42 49 91 33 4 1 4 5 0
1983-84  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 80 39 48 87 33 4 3 3 6 0
1984-85  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 80 30 59 89 58 3 2 1 3 2
1985-86  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 51 14 28 42 16 -- -- -- -- --
1986-87  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 80 31 59 90 43 16 5 13 18 8
1987-88  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 64 50 52 102 44 3 1 3 4 6
1988-89  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 80 65 90 155 61 6 5 5 10 2
1989-90  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 79 62 65 127 79 -- -- -- -- --
1990-91  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 80 51 57 108 34 7 3 3 6 4
1991-92  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 79 45 58 103 64 11 3 5 8   12
1992-93  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 84 58 79 137 44 7 4 3 7 4
1993-94  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 58 24 58 82 36 3 1 3 4 0
1994-95  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 47 12 26 38 40 15 4 8  12 0
1995-96  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 80 36 59 95 64 18 8  12 20 4
1996-97  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 81 22 63 85 78 20 7 6 13 4
1997-98  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 75 24 45 69 46 22 6   18   24   22
1998-99  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 80 29 45 74 42 10 9 4   13 0
1999-00  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 78 35 44 79 34 8 0 4 4 0
2000-01  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 54 18 34 52 18 1 0 0 0 0
2001-02  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 52 13 35 48 18 23 6   17   23   10
2002-03  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 16 2 6 8 8 4 0 1 1 2
2003-04  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 75 18 33 51 46 11 3 2 5 0
2005-06  DeTRoiT ReD WingS nhl 61 14 20 34 18 4 0 4 4 4
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 nhl ToTalS 1514 692 1063 1755  924 196 70 115 185 84

Height 5' 11"  Weight 185  Shoots: R  1st Pro Season: 1983-84  Position: Center
Acquired: Via Draft first round, 4th overall in 1983 NHL Entry Draft)

Born May 9, 1965 in Cranbrook, British Columbia

19 nhl caReeR STaTiSTicS

Passion. Determination. Perseverance.
The heart of a champion (and three Stanley Cups).

Thanks for the memories and congratulations 
on a great career from Michigan Hockey.




